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In  Spite 
TlheWar 


AMERICAN  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 
FOR  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
14  BEACON  STREET  '  BOSTON  '  MASS. 


NOW 


IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR,  or  rather  because 
of  it,  the  American  Board  and  the  Woman’s 
Boards  are  endeavoring  to  secure  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  new  missionaries  to  be 
ready  to  enter  Turkey  so  soon  as  the  war  stops. 
The  prospect  is  of  unprecedented  opportunity 
and  need  at  once  after  that  event  and  for  Turks 
as  well  as  for  the  Armenians  and  other  races  who 
occupy  the  land.  It  will  cost  not  less  than  $200,000 
simply  to  get  these  new  appointees  to  the  field 
and  to  maintain  them  a  year;  and  $100,000  a  year 
thereafter  for  their  continued  support;  beyond 
that  will  be  the  cost  of  equipment  and  conduct 
of  work.  When  the  break  comes,  there  must  be 
no  waiting  for  a  more  convenient  season.  It  is 
time  now,  to  prepare. 

IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR  the  American  Board 
must  seize  its  chance  in  Mindanao  where  it  has, 
to  quote  Robert  E.  Speer,  “The  greatest  unde¬ 
veloped  field  of  missionary  need  and  opportunity 
in  the  Philippine  Islands.”  There  is  a  patriotic 
emphasis  to  this  call  inasmuch  as  the  Filipinos 
are  eager  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  but  sorely 
need  sympathetic  instruction  in  what  are  the 
foundations  of  true  liberty  and  democracy.  The 
American  Board  has  issued  an  appeal  for  $25,000 
for  expansion  in  the  Philippines;  another  $25,000 
will  be  needed  before  staff  and  equipments  are 
adequate  and  a  corresponding  increase  to  the 
annual  budget  for  upkeep.  And  Mindanao  will 
not  always  wait  eager  and  teachable.  It  is  the 
hour  now  to  go  ahead. 


IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR  there  is  no  let  up 
to  the  call  of  huge  China,  anxious  for  Western 
education  and  teachable  as  to  Western  religion. 
Five  hundred  inquirers  in  one  church  in  one  pro¬ 
vincial  city,  during  the  first  half  of  1917,  indicates 
the  pressure  for  evangelistic  workers.  Officials 
and  gentry  seeking  missionary  superintendence 
of  their  unorganized  and  failing  schools  indicates 
the  educational  opportunity  of  the  time.  The 
American  Board  needs  $30,000  extra  a  year  for 
its  established  lines  of  work  in  China,  and  as  much 
more  to  provide  its  share  in  the  union  higher 
educational  institutions  that  are  rapidly  taking 
shape.  It  is  imperative  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
growing  spirit  of  liberty  and  of  aspiration  that 
marks  China  today. 

IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR,  or,  in  part  at  least, 
because  of  it,  Japan  is  drawing  closer  to  the  United 
States  in  desire  for  her  friendship  and  cooperation. 
She  is  more  appreciative  of  Western  ideals,  more 
disposed  to  welcome  the  presence  and  aid  of 
American  missionaries,  more  open  to  the  preaching 
of  Christianity.  The  very  materialism  into  which 
her  prosperity  is  plunging  many  of  her  people 
makes  her  thoughtful  and  high-minded  leaders 
value  more  highly  the  missionary  forces  in  the 
land.  It  is  a  time  to  advance  missionary  work  in 
Japan. 

IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR,  and  here  again 
in  part  because  of  it,  there  is  a  new  urgency  to 
missionary  work  in  India.  There,  too,  the  spirit 
of  democracy  is  gaining  headway;  aspirations  are 
rising  even  among  the  depressed  classes.  There  is 
a  stir  among  the  mass  of  the  Indian  people  that 
to  the  most  intelligent  observers  betokens  great 
changes  as  impending.  Some  even  talk  openly  of 
religious  landslides  that  will  set  Christianity  for¬ 
ward  amazingly  in  the  land.  The  American  Board 
is  passionately  urged  just  now  to  reenforce  its 
missionary  staff  and  to  aid  in  securing  highly 
educated  and  trained  native  Christian  leaders  to 
work  its  fields  more  thoroughly  and  swiftly  at  this 
epochal  time.  An  increase  of  $20,000  in  the  annual 
appropriations  for  the  Indian  missions  would 
quadruple  their  present  efficiency.  But  the  ad¬ 
vance  needs  to  be  made  non). 


IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR  almost  every  field 
of  the  American  Board  is  calling  for  advance. 
Africa  tells  a  similar  story  of  opportunity.  Mexico 
is  mapping  out  new  undertakings.  Austria  is  for 
the  present  in  bonds,  but  it  will  yet  be  released; 
Spain  is  astir  with  the  spirit  of  revolution  and  of 
liberty.  Even  the  Pacific  Islands  are  changing 
hands  and  facing  new  relationships.  The  world  is 
calling  for  something  more  than  war.  It  cannot 
wait  for  future  years.  It  wants  help  now. 

IN  SPITE  OF  THE  WAR  the  American  Board 
must  press  its  appeal.  It  asks  for  a  yet  more 
loyal  support,  for  more  sacrificial  giving,  for  an 
uprising  of  those  who  will  see  the  world  as  Christ 
sees  it,  and  will  follow  Him  forth  to  win  it.  Seven 
years  ago  the  American  Board’s  annual  receipts 
reached  the  million  dollar  mark.  It  needs  now  an 
annual  income  of  not  less  than  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars;  and  that  besides  special  funds  to  start 
and  equip  the  new  enterprises  that  are  calling. 


Send  for  Information  to  any  of  the  Secretaries 

Send  Contributions  to 
FRANK  H.  WIGGIN,  Treasurer, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Literature  and  leaflets  of  the  American 
Board  may  be  had  by  addressing  : 
JOHN  G.  HOSMER,  Congregational  Housm, 

14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Or,  the  District  Offices  : 

REV.  EDWARD  LINCOLN  SMITH,  D.D., 
287  4th  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

REV.  A.  N.  HITCHCOCK,  D.D., 

19  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

REV.  HENRY  H.  KELSEY,  D.D., 

417  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


